
EARN THE BIRD STUDY MERIT BADGE

If you:
– Enjoy walking in the woods, rivers, marshes

and mountains of Northeast Pennsylvania;
– Are curious about the natural world and the

creatures that inhabit it;
– Want to learn to identify by sight and song

our area’s most common bird species;

Then you will want to
EARN this badge!This fast-paced day will begin by identifying birds by

sight and sound while learning about the various bird
species found in the wooded areas around the McDade

Park area.

During our morning walk, the
group usually hears and sees
the brilliant blue male Indigo
Bunting in the marsh.

One half of this exciting day will be spent indoors,
where you will continue to discover more
interesting facts about birding and build your own

bird feeder .

After lunch, we will make a final field trip by car to natural
a r e a s   n e a r
McDade Park.
Be sure to bring
your sense of
a d v e n t u r e
because in a
short time, we
will visit a lake,
a marsh and a
wooded area.

This is the 7th Annual free workshop being held.  Due to limited spots, registration is restricted to
six Boy Scouts per troop who are willing to read the Merit Badge Booklet and prepare for the Bird Study Day

following approved registration.  T o sign up, mail completed Registration Form (on reverse) to
Merit Badge Counselor Glenn Czulada.  For more information, call (570) 842-8804 or e-mail glenncz@cs.com.

It is important to obtain and read the Merit Badge Booklet
so you are familiar with the material. You wil be given
further information, instructions and preparatory work

to do once your registration is received.
Refer to Page 2 of this flyer for more information.

Your leaders will guide you through completion of the
requirements on Merit Badge Day.

This course has been scheduled during the height of
bird migration and activity, so you are sure to see many
different birds. In previous years, we have seen hawks,
herons, woodpeckers, warblers, sparrows, vultures and

many other interesting species. Some of these birds have
migrated from South or Central America and will be on their

way to Canada. Your experienced guides will teach you
how to identify these very special creatures.

The Scarlet T anager  is currently making the long
journey from its wintering
grounds in South America.
Like most bird species, the
male is quite vibrant, while the
female is more drab. These

birds commonly nest in the woodlands of our local
area. In previous years, participating Boy Scouts have
seen them clearly through the leader’s telescope.

The colorful Northern Oriole  can
be heard singing from the
treetops.  These birds will have
just arrived from their wintering
grounds in Mexico.

Saturday , May 31, 2008; 8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
at Penna. Anthracite Herit age Museum in McDade Park

Located directly off of Keyser Avenue, Scranton.
Near the Coal Mine T our.



BIRD STUDY MERIT BADGE DAY

Registration and Permission Form
Mail this form to: Glenn Czulada, 44 Yostville Road, S pring Brook TWP , PA 18444.

Confirmation of receipt will be e-mailed.
Call 842-8804 or e-mail glenncz@cs.com with any questions.

Scout  ______________________________________  T roop #  _____  T elephone  _______________

Address  _________________________________  City  ____________________  Zip Code ________

has my permission to p articip ate in the 2008 Bird S tudy Merit Badge Day .  Send confirmation to:

E-mail address  _____________________________________________________________________

Parent / Guardian Signature  _________________________________________  Date  ____________

Canada Goose Mallard
Great Blue Heron Turkey V ulture
Red-Tailed Hawk American Kestrel
Wild Turkey Killdeer
Rock Dove Mourning Dove
Great Horned Owl Downy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker Eastern Phoebe
Tree Swallow Barn Swallow
Blue Jay American Crow
Tufted Titmouse Chickadee
Eastern Bluebird American Robin
Gray Catbird Red-Eyed Vireo
Yellow W arbler Common Yellowthroat
Ovenbird Scarlet T anager
Northern Cardinal Song Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow Dark-Eyed Junco
Baltimore Oriole Common Grackle
House Finch Red-Winged Blackbird
Indigo Bunting American Goldfinch
House Sparrow European Starling
Black and White Warbler

Common
Summering Birds

in Northeast
Pennsylvania Before the Workshop :

• Read the 2005 printing of the Bird Study
Merit Badge pamphlet.

• Visit the Course website at
www.geocities.com/birdstudymb and
review the Merit Badge requirements
and other material found there.

• Purchase a birding field guide such as
Eastern Birds by James Coe
(recommended, available on Amazon.com
 for under $10) or Birds of Eastern North
America by Peterson.  (Any bird field guide
will OK.)

• Read and study the Bird Study information
e-mailed to you by the leaders.

• Mark and study the common summering
birds in your field guide.

• Identify the birds in your yard and record
any bird species before the event as
shown in requirement #5 (below). They
will count!

Meet Your Leaders

What to Bring
on Saturday , May 31st :

• Merit badge application (blue card)
signed by your leader.

• Bag lunch.

• Bird Field Guide.

• Bring empty 3 liter soda bottle with top.

• Bird Checklist or small notebook
(with list of birds seen/heard).

• Suitable hiking shoes, clothing and
equipment (see Boy Scout handbook).

•  A pair of binoculars.

• Two pencils.

 • Pocketknife.

• Scissors.

Glenn Czulada  is a recognized local birder.
He is an active member of the Lackawanna
Audubon and participates in the annual Christmas
Count and Migration Count. His passion for nature
and the outdoors has led him on trips to see birds
in the rainforests of Ecuador, Western Europe,
Costa Rica, Mexico, the Arizona desert and many
other exotic locations. Currently, he serves as
the Regional Coordinator for the Pennslyvania
Breeding Bird Atlas. In this 5-year project, he
oversees approximately 20 birders who determine
the nesting bird species in 500 square miles of
northeastern Pennslyvania.
Chris Powell  is a teacher and the advisor for
the Bird Study Clubs at Tunkhannock Area High
School and Middle School. His son Myles is an
Eagle Scout  in  Troop #16, Scranton and has
been advising scouts on their bird study badge
for the past 4 years.  Chris will used his detailed
knowledge of the area in helping us find and
identify the birds.

Merit Badge Requirement Outline:
(see Merit Badge Pamphlet for complete descriptions.)

1. Explain the need for bird study and why birds are useful indicators of the quality of the
environment.

2. Show that you are familiar with the terms used to describe birds by sketching or tracing
a perched bird and then labeling 15 different parts of the bird. Sketch or trace an
extended wing and label six types of wing feathers.

3.  Demonstrate that you know how to properly use and care for binoculars.
4.  Demonstrate that you know how to use a Bird Field Guide. Show your counselor that

you are able to understand a range map by locating in the book and pointing out the
wintering range, the breeding range and/or the year-round range of various species.

5. Observe and be able to identify at least 20 species of wild birds. Prepare a field
notebook, making a separate entry for each species, and record information from your
observations.

6. Be able to identify five of the 20 species in your field notebook by song or call alone.
7. Do ONE of the following:

a) Go on a field trip with a local club or with others who are knowledgeable about birds
 in your area and keep a list or fill out a checklist of all the birds your group observed
during the field trip.
b) Google “Audubon Christmas Count” and check “Current Year’s Results” for
“Pennsylvania>Scranton.” Take note of the various counts of each species. This list
will be discussed at Merit Badge Day.

8.  Do ONE of the following.  Build a bird feeder, a birdbath or a backyard sanctuary for birds.


